










































































































































































Photo 25. Salado Creek facing west from proposed corridor into alternative Photo 27. Garzas Creek in proposed and alternative corridors.
corridor; flowering elderberry bushes in lower right (more in distance, not visible).

Photo 26. Crow Creek facing west from within proposed corridor toward Photo 28. Romero Creek within proposed corridor.
alternative corridor.



Appendix F

Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard Table
Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard Memo



From Dos Amigos Substation in the south to Santa Nella in the north, assessment of habitat suitability
for blunt-nosed leopard lizard (in order of descending milepost numbers). Surveys conducted spring

2014.

Table F-1. BNLL Habitat Assessment

Milepost*
MP-P = Preferred Corridor BNLL

Reach MP-A = Alternative Corridor Suitability Comments

Dos Amigos Substation SW MP-P 82.25-82.00 Low Heavily disturbed by roadways and land

tol-5 use

[-5 NW to Mercey Springs Rd MP-P 82.00-81.25 Low Steep E-facing slopes (>20%);

(Hwy 165) rangeland; drainages are narrow, steep

Across from Hwy 165 NW to MP-P 81.25-78.50 Low Steep E-facing slopes (>20%); rangeland;

Ortigalita Creek unnamed drainages and contributive
slopes are flatter

Ortigalita Creek NW to MP-P 78.50-78.00 Moderate to High  Ortigalita Creek channel is flat;

Arburua Road contributive slopes to E and W are
relatively flat; rangeland,; little to no shrub
cover, but rodent burrows common

Arburua Road NW to MP-P 78.00-77.75 None Active agriculture

unnamed drainage

Unnamed drainage NW to MP-P 77.75-76.75 Moderate Variable topography (steep to moderate

Salt Creek slopes), but unnamed drainages are
relatively flat, but narrow

Just south of Salt Creek NW MP-P 76.75-76.5 High Salt Creek narrow, incised, but widens

to just north of Salt Creek upstream of project corridor; some areas
show evidence of past disking

Salt Creek NW to Canyon MP-P 76.5-75.25 Low Portions disked in the past; some areas

Road with no burrows; disked areas are

recovering

Canyon Road NW to Los
Banos Creek

MP-P 75.25-74.50

Low to Moderate

Much of this reach has been disked in
past (low); slopes heading into Los Banos
Creek look better for BNLL (moderate
potential here)

Los Banos Creek MP-P 74.50 High Creekbed beneath existing power poles
not suitable, but downstream floodplain
provides good habitat

Los Banos Creek NW to Dirt MP-P 74.50-74.00 High Rangeland; gentle to moderate slopes

Road and Fence MP-A 60.75-60.25

Dirt Road and Fence NW to MP-P 74.0-73.25 Low Disked in recent past

Farmland MP-A 60.25-59.25

MP-P 73.25-71.75 None Agricultural land; cultivated

Farmland NW to Billy Wright

MP-P 71.75-70.25

Low to Moderate

Patchy land use; some actively dry-

Road MP-A 58.00-56.50 farmed (low); some rangeland (moderate)

Billy Wright Road NW to Los MP-P 70.25-67.25 High High-quality, relatively flat rangeland

Banos Substation MP-A 56.50-54.75 (steep slopes in some ravines); areas
around Los Banos Substation support
shrubs (Baccharis)

Los Banos Substation to San MP-P 67.25-64.50 Moderate to High  Best BNLL habitat is between MP-P

Luis Substation

64.50-66.75; MP-P 66.75-67.25 is marshy
in places (low potential here)




Table F-1. BNLL Habitat Assessment

Milepost*
MP-P = Preferred Corridor BNLL

Reach MP-A = Alternative Corridor Suitability Comments

Hwy 152 N to end of State MP-A 54.25-52.50 Low to Moderate  Low-lying areas near San Luis Forebay

property are marshy or support dense vegetation;
uplands from MP-A 54.00 northward have
patchy good BNLL habitat, but side
slopes are steep (>20%)

State property N to McCabe MP-A 52.50-50.25 Moderate Rangeland; much on flats or gently

Road sloping ground

Los Banos Substation to MP-P 64.50-63.25 Moderate to High  Dense grassland (rangeland) on flats

O'Neill Forebay Outfall

O'Neill Forebay Outfall to MP-P 63.25-61.25 None Too wet

Small Drainage

Small Drainage N to O'Neill
Substation

MP-P 61.25-60.50

Low to Moderate

Grassland; potentially too much human
disturbance

O'Neill Substation N to
Disked Area

MP-P 60.50-59.0

Moderate to High

Grassland (rangeland); suitability reduced
in places by disking

*Mileposts are approximate

From Gonzaga Road in the north SE to Interstate 5 in the south (Billy Wright Road alternative corridor),
assessment of habitat suitability for blunt-nosed leopard lizard (in order of ascending milepost
numbers). Surveys conducted spring 2015.

Table F-2. BNLL Habitat Assessment

Milepost*
MP-A = Billy Wright BNLL

Reach Road Alternative Suitability Comments

Los Banos West site No MPs assigned Moderate to High  Heavily disturbed by OHV use (trails) but
site supports shrub-grassland habitat;
historic BNLL records in vicinity

Los Banos Power Station MP-A 71.75-72.00 Moderate to High  Level ground; rangeland; historic records

SSE to parcel boundary for BNLL in vicinity

Parcel boundary SSE to next MP-A 72.00-72.25 None Level ground, but actively dry-farmed

parcel boundary

Parcel boundary SSE to MP-A 72.25-72.75 Low to Moderate  Rangeland on >20% E-facing slopes

access road (low), but flat ground to east (moderate);
vegetation is classified as ‘wildflower
fields’, which has less vegetation density
than non-native grassland; rodent
burrows uncommon to absent

Access road SSE to S-facing MP-A 72.75-73.25 Low Rangeland on >20% E-facing slopes with

slope N of stock pond

dense annual grassland; no rodent
burrows observed
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Land Use

- Rangeland (grazing)

- Rangeland containing infrastructure
(electrical transmission towers, oil and
natural gas pipelines, and other lower-
intensity development

- Disused agricultural land adjacent to
rangeland (not routinely disked)

- Oil Fields

- Dirt roads through rangeland

- Row-crop agriculture

- Irrigated pasturage (e.g., alfalfa, barley,
etc.)

- Regularly disked fallow fields

- Paved roadways

Seasonal Activity

- Abundance relatively high and stable
in consecutive “normal” rainfall years

- Adults: 15 Apr to 15 July

- Subadults and hatchlings: March-Sept

- Abundance depressed in consecutive
drought or wet years

- Adults: 15 July to 15 Apr

- Subadults and hatchlings: Oct-Feb

Diurnal Activity

After sunrise to 1400 hrs (or if maximum
air temperature is reached first); activity
is bimodal (morning and late afternoon)

- 1400 hrs to sunset (or when air
temperature rises above 95F)
- Nighttime

in July and August

Optimal air temperature: 77-95F.
Optimal ground temperature: 72-97F.

Thermal Regime Air temperature: < 77F; > 95F.

Ground temperature: < 72F; > 97F.
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